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The British High Commissioners attended
Mrs. Grunt's reception yesterday. The crush
and jam of the occasion probably left them no

opportunity of noticing the republican sim¬
plicity o!' the affair.

A New Divorce allowing the party
against whom divorce is granted to remarry
after three years, has baen reported in the
Assembly. In elTrfct it gives an unhappy
married person a means of utilizing his own

infidelities.
Tiir Erie Directory Bill, made to include

the Central &ud Hudson River Railways also,
was introduced in the Senate by Mr. Lewi 3

yesterday. It provides that at the next flec¬
tion for directors in ali these ro.ids a lull board
shall be chosen.

Ben Butl;;i<, Laving drawn a back seat in
the House, persuaded a new aiid inexperienced
colored member. who had been more fortunate,
to exchange with bin yesterday. That's l is
old trick.keeping himself to the 'rent at th j

expense ol the "'cig^er."
Senator Bradley his introduced a bill in the

State Senate to amend the Police act, so that
captains and serge tnts can b* retired without
causa tipin half pay by a unajimo ».s vole of
the Police Bo trd. The evident intent of the
bill is to get rid of well-meaning and well-
behaved officers, of whom the force has a good
many, wh'i are n-^t intelligent and energetic
enough for their positions; and if it is not used
in the interest of much worse persons who can
" run" a ward or a district the aim is a highly
commendable one.

Ex-CoNGRERSMAN Obth is not to have the
Berlin mission. His greatest claim to it
seems to have been that his constituents have
cot returned him to Congiess. if such reason¬

ing as thi> becomes a part of the political sys¬
tem of the administration wi shail have the
families of all our Congressional candidates on

the republican side electioneering against
them, because "if pais uot elocted he'll be
sent to Europe," aud the ladies of all our fami¬
lies would rather go to Europe than Wash¬
ington.
The Press and On: Legislators..An

article in anotlier column shows that fifty-five
heavy land grant job bills wer? upon the
Speaker's table in the House ol Repieseata-
tives eariy in the session, and that ol these
only two made their way through both houses
and becaui 5 laws. Thii unusual honesty and
vigilance on tho part of our Coagrdssmen is
to be attributed in a groat degree, if not

altogether, to the influence of an honest and
fearless press. The Herald, early in the
session, showed up the character of these
swindles and a number of other intricate jobs
which no membref the House but Mr. Dawes
would Lave h id the patience to iuvost gate,
and the House could not have actcd otherwise
than it did in slaughtering thrm outright.
There is great hope of honest legislation so

long as we have an linnet nreas. I

Tfcf FrmldMrt ud (.urMi-Tke I'rnbn-
btlUlea of u Extra Mmaiou.

The prevailing desire among the members or
the two houses or Congress seems to be
to bring the session to a close, in order
that they may go home. Having disposed of
the annual appropriation bills, and having
voted the needful right of way, public lands,
Sic., to the Southern Pacific Railroad, the last
ol the Pacific through lines, and having pro¬
vided a now election law and a funding sys¬
tem, very few, even of the republicans of the
House or the Senate, cau understand why they
should longer be detained in Washington.
The PrjMdent, however, from the executive
programme in hand, looks at this matter of an

a(^journm:«nt in a totally different light. The
Joint High Commission is in session, and

upon international questions of great magni¬
tude its action within a month or two may
require the presenoe of the Senate. The St.
Doming" investigating Commission may within
t> month return to Washiti 'ton with a report
on ann«x.ition, suggesting the expediency of
immediate action on the part of both houses;
and from tne Darion exploring expedition we

may soon have a report so favorable touching
the discovery of an interoceanic canal route
as to justify some special legislation, with
liberal appropriations from Congress.

With regard to the Joint High Commission,
the fisheries question presses upon it for imme¬
diate action. The flahins season is fast
approaching, and it is desirable to avoid the
"little unpleasantnesses" which occurred last
summer between onr Yankee fishermen and
her Britannic Majesty's provincials of Nova
S<-otin, Cape Breton island and Newfoundland,
in reference to the headland rights and the
privileges of baiting and drying the fish.
Rather than submit any longer to the petty
annoyances and the seizures, confiscations and
exclusions which they suffered last summer,
the fishermen of Cape Cod aro "pr-'pared to

fL*ht for their rights," and General Butler Is
pledged to buck them up in Congress. It is
understood that t'je Joint High Commission
will proceed at once to the settlement of this
business, and it may be settled in the form of

a separate treaty upon this simple subject, in
order that it may be ratified as soon as possi¬
ble. Here, then, is a matter which may
require the presence at least of the Senate in
April. Ali the other subjects with which this
Joint Commission are charged will probably
be adjusted early in June, and justice to our

citizens concerned in those Alabama claims
may require some early action from both
bouses on the comprehensive treaty stipula¬
tions which are expected and which will no

doubt be adopted.
^ The St. Domingo Commission, under the
resolution of Congress, are charged to inquire
into the political and financial condition of the
rcpnblic of Dominica, and into tho popnlar
sentiment down there on annexation, and as to

the population and the sanitary condition of
the island and its storms and earthquakes, nnd
as to its agricultural, mineral and commercial
resources, capabilities and advantages, and so

on ; and upon their report Congress is to act

upon the question of annexation. The Com¬
mission will probably return in May ; for wo

think they will hardly remain on the island till
June, and their report will doubtless be in favor
of annexation on the general terms proposed
by President Baez, as a great bargain in one

of the very richest pieces of tropical real
estate that is to be found on the face of the
glob.'. Unquestionably in this enterprise the
President desires that Congress shall strike
while tho iron is hot, and so if the two houses
arc not in session with the return of the Com¬
mission from the island ho may call them
together. We think he will hardly hesitate,
or ought to hesitate, upon this matter, if with
ar. enthusiastic report from honest "Old Ben
Wade'' he can present to Congress a glowing
report from Commander Selfridge of a glorious
route discovered for a cheap through-cut
Darien ship canal. In this connection the
magnificent island of St. Domingo, begin¬
ning with the mixed republic of
Dominica (two-thirds of the island),
will be a very cheap acquisition upon the
terms suggested. The jobs of the speculators
concerncd can be cut down to a reasonable
margin, and as to the dangers of war with

Hayti, the coal-black end of the island, that
is «11 moonshine. Fred Douglass, Sr., and
Downing, the oysterman, with a fair contin¬
gent fund, can settle it with those warlike
Ilaytien niggers in three days in favor of an¬

nexation.
Behold. <hnn, the magnificent Presidential

programme of General Grant embraced in
these three grand idea3.ihe Joint High Com¬
mission, the St. Domingo Commission and the
D.irba isthmus canal route exploring expedi¬
tion. A magnificent programme, indeed, for
it contemplates.first, a settlement in a solid
treaty of peace of all our ontstandiiig accounts

against and differences with England; sec¬

ondly, th« acquisition of the richest of all the
West India islands, capable of supplying the
whole population of the United States with all
they want and all they may require in the
prime articles of sugar, coffee, chocolate, the
finest tobacco and tropical fruits and spices of
all kinds; thirdly.and this is the grandest
idea of all in connection with the half-way
house of St. Domingo.a ship canal across the
isthmus of Darien, which will bring the bulk
of the trade of the West Indies and of Central
and South America, and of the Pacific coast
and oceaus. and of the Oriental nations and
eland* of Aiia, through the golden gate of
California and New York to our wharrcs and

piers.
Upon each and all of these graud undertak¬

ings, we say, there may be good reasons for
calling a special session of Coagrc3s; but there
is yet anetber subject upon which General
Grant is evidently resolved to bring the demo¬
cracy to face the mufic, and that subject is
the political outrages of those mysterious
bodies o! assassins, the Southern Ku Klux
Klans. In pursuance of a resolution adopted
in deference to the President's wiBhes a special
coram.ttee of the Senate, of which Mr. Morton
is chairman, has been for some weeks and is
still engaged in th»» collection of lestimony to
show l hat the Southern democracy have
adopted many devices of violence and terror¬
ism to drive the blacks from the polls, and
that the Ko Klux Klans, with all their horri¬
ble alrocities, are among these devices of the
Southern democratic party. It is given out
that we may expect, before long, some start¬

ling revelations upon thla subject from Senator

Morton and his committee, and that the object
is to make up a case from facta, dates, names

and places, upon whioh to pass a new law of
Conpress for the protection of the Southern
blacks in the ex.rcise of their right to vote.
A Washington correspondent informs us,

npon this matter, that "Senator Morton and
other prominent friends of the President, who
look at it in a purely party light, areconvinced
that, without further Congressional action, the
South will be hopelessly democratic in 1872,"
and that, therefore, Senator Morion and his
coworkers in Congress will make a vigorous
fight to prolong this session until they
shall have finished their investiga-
tion of the Ku Klux. The President, in
very significant terms, referred in his
last annual Message to the defeat of the will af
the people in certain Southern elections by
measures of violence ; and there can be no
doubt Jhat he is convinced that the Ku Klux
must be regulated, or that they will regulate the
Southern elections more and mor^ licreafler
to suit themselves, and especially in 1872.
The present session, then, will probably oe
extended so as to cover this business of
Senator Morton's investigating committee.
Otherwise there will be another added to the
probabilities of an extra session under the
President's call.

This Ku Klux question seems to be a small
affair in comparison with the Joint High Com¬
mission, the St. Domingo Commission and the
Darien Expedition ; but if half or a tithe that
is said of those Ku Klux atrocities in the
Southern elections of the last year or two is
true, the sappression of such outrages against
law and order and negro suffrage becomes
also a question of the first magnitude. Our
opinion has been, however, that we have had
enough of Southern reconstruction, and that
the remedies still needed in behalf of the
fourteenth and fifteenth amendments may be
safely left to time and experience. But
Senator Morton, from his investigation, may
know more upon this subj"ct than we

know, and we await his report. We still hold,
however, that upon the three aforesaid grand
ideas of General Grant's international and
commercial programme, he may find it expe¬
dient before the end of the summer to call
an extra session of Congress, and should the
occasion, in his judgment, warrant it, let him
not hesitate, for the country will support him
in his call.

Tlie Pope to the .Sacred College.
His Holiness Pius the Ninth continues active

in the discharge of his Pontifical duties, not¬
withstanding his age, his physical infirmities
and mental anxieties. We are informed to¬

day, by telegraph from Rom?, forwarded
through the Atlantic cable, that the Pontiff
has just held a consistory in the Vatican, dur¬
ing which he delivered an allocution to the
members of the Sacred College. The expres¬
sion is decided and, apparently, quite ani¬
mated. The Pope concentrates, as it were,
before the hierarchical chiefs of the Catholic
Church his sentence of condemnation of the
policy of the Italian government towards
Rome. He rejects the idea of guarantees for
the exercise oi' hi3 spiritual power by the
Italian Parliament, and in this he repeats his
defence of the rights of his successors in the
Holy "See, for the guardianship of which it
must be 3aid that ho has been most nervously
vigilant from the very first moment of Napo¬
leon's negotiations through Edgar Ney, years
since, with the present occupant of the chair
of the Fisherman. Pope Pius the Ninth la¬
ments, again, the occurrence of the Franco-
Prussian war, and, finally, thanks the whole
Catholic worl 1 for the religious devotion
which has boon exhibited in the Church and
the attentions which have been paid person¬
ally to himself as its visible and earthly
ruler. Pope Pius the Ninth is almost a sleep¬
less shepherd of the flock.

The movement Against Senator Sumner.

The opposition which has existed in the
Senate against Senator Sumner continuing at
the head of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
ever since bis heated St. Domingo speech
against the administration has come up In tbe
Senatorial caucus for the rearrangement of
the committees. So far the action of the
caucus is not absolutely inimical to Mr. Sum¬
ner, and his friends claim that the committee
of the caucus is actually friendly to him.
However that may be, It will not be a very
gracious thing to oust him. He has served
continuously in the Senate for twenty years,
and has been continuously chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee for eight years,
and notwithstanding a factiousness and a

restlessness under restraint that are to ba
attributed mainly to his high feeding be has
been consistently faithful, untiring and
American in all his Senatorial career. His
course in regard to St. Domingo is the most
unreasonable kink that he has ever had in his
head, and the last vote upon that interesting
question shows that he can be successfully
d6mbated 0:1 that subject by tbe friends of the
administration without any necessity for oust¬
ing him from his chairmanship. When it comes
to a question whether the chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee should be purely
American, letting considerations of the good
and the honor of his country stand above all
other considerations, even if these other con¬

siderations imply war, Sumner's record on the
very Alabama claims that will come before
him and his committee in the shape of a

treaty ere long, for final discussion, and, per¬
haps, for final confirmation or rejection, is the
truest and soundest of any Senator's in the
Senate.

England's Policy During the Franco-
Prussian War..Having demolished Austria
end France, Count Bismarck is preparing fo
use up Great Britain, Our special corre¬

spondent reports, on good authority, that he
will soon issue a circular reviewing the history
and events of the late war, in which he will
severely comment, almost to oflensiveness, on

tbe attitude of England dnriog the struggle,
characterizing tbe policy of the British gov¬
ernment as "tricky and evasive." Will this
cireular be the initiatory movement in a Ger¬
man-Russian crusade against the East?
England will dojibtless take the castigation
administered by Bismarck in a becoming
spirit oT meekness and resignation.at least
outwardly. It will gall her, however, to re¬

ceive such treatment at the hands of the same

Germany that she saved from political vas¬

salage to France little more than half a cen¬
tury «Z0»

The Meptember tio*rroment of France

Called to Aecoul.

The cable telegrams which we publish this
morning from France tell us that MM. Louis
Blauc, Victor Hugo and others of that ilk
made a demand yesterday for the detention of
the members of the September government
until they have given an account of their acts
up to the capitulation of Paris. This move¬

ment on the part of those mild-minded legisla¬
tors serves to iodicate the storm that is brew¬
ing in the very midst of the radical camp.
Since M. Gambctta concluded his star

engagement on the stage of France
in the character of Minister of the Interior,
with almost unlimited power, be has kept
quietly in the background, biding his time
until tte occasion presented itself for him to

step forth from his solitude. As he was a

prominent member of the September govern¬
ment, we now expect to see him summoned to
appear, and possibly answer to the chargo of
high treason, for, according to the dernahd of
M. Dclescluzp, theso madmen contemplate
going to that extent in their proceed¬
ings. M. Favre, General Trocbu and others
may also expect to be remembered by this
investigating group of irreconcilable radicals
who aim to rule France at the present time.
We hope they will go on with their good work,
because the sooner they "play themselves
out" the better it will be for the nation and
the republic. Let them quarrel among them¬
selves as much as they please. There is an

old adage which says that when certain peo¬
ple fall out certain other people get their due.
This may prove also to be the case in
France. These noisy, blatant demagogues
who bellow loudest about liberty are them¬
selves the worst tyrants, and men totally unfit
for government. These fellows now advertise
their patriotism by calling the September gov¬
ernment to account for its acts. So be it.
We foar very much that unless some change
takes place among the French legislators they
will prove themselves as incompetent in legis¬
lation as the generals of France have shown
themselves inefficient in the field. Poor
France !

Discharge of Captain Peakody and Ac¬

quittal of Captain Urindle. ¦

We publish to-day the decision of Commis¬
sioner Shields, discharging Captain Peabody
and his mates, Mayo and Shields, who had
been accused of having cruelly and inhumanly
treated a number of their colored crew on
board the ship Neptune on a voyage from
Liverpool to New York. This case, which
has given rise to much favorable and unfavor¬
able comment, deserves a few words of part¬
ing notice, now that it is, we suppose, about
to die out of the public memory. When the
circumstances of the alleged brutality were

first brought to light they looked exceedingly
bad for the defendants ; but as time and inves¬
tigation went on a different aspect was given
to the mutter.
The point sought to be established by the

prosecution was that, after the black sailors
got frozen by the cold which was experienced
when the vessel arrived upon the coast of
America, they were sent to do work for which
they were quite incapable, owing to their suffer¬
ing trom frostbites. If this fact remained un¬

explained the Captain would have been left
without a leg to stand on ; but it appears now,
not only from the Captain's testimony, but
also from the admissions of the men themselves,
that, while laboring under the pain caused by
being frostbitten, the Captain bandaged their
hands and distributed among them shirts,
drawers, shoes and vests. The Coptain al¬
leges.and this view of the case is taken by
the Commissioner.that the work he sent the
men to do after they were frozen was entirely
from necessity, and not from choice; that all
the crew, colored and white, had to be at the
pumps for three days to save the vessel from
sinking ; in fact, that it was imperative on

him to demand such service from the colored
seamen as going upon the lookout, pulling
ropes and taking a turn at the pumps.

In a grave accusation of this character the
Commissioner, who is sworn to determine ac¬

cording to the testimony, could pay no heed
to m-re statements or appealB to sympathy.
But we think that the Commissioner, upon the
evidence, has arrived at a just conclusion in
discharging the defendants. This decision-
may not please persons who have based their
notions of the case upon statements, but it
will certainly be acceptable to those who have
read details of the facts placed before the
Commissioner.
The Hekald having given the fullest

publicity to this case, as well as to that of
Captain Grindle, of too ship Old Colony, as

the statements ard evidence appeared for and
against, may fairly venture a word of advice.
It is that the dismissal of the complaint by the
Commissioner in the case of Captain Peabody
and the acquittal by the jury in that of Grindle
shall not be accepted as an assurance of
impunity to encourage them in similar acts of
alleged cruelty in the future: but that the
narrow escape both had lrorn the clutches of
the law. to s.iy nothing of the public reproba¬
tion they inevitably draw down upon their
names, will l^ftd them to be forbearing and
merciful to the poor helots of the ocean

over whom they exercise such uulimited
power.

Esfobck the Law would be a good maxim
for genial, honest Tom Murphy to adopt in the
Custom Houso. There seems to be awful
grievances there, and especially in the ap¬
praisers' department. The law governing
that branch is said to be very unsatisfactory ;
but Collector Murphy says that the law, such
as it is, is continually abused. Then why does
not the good-natured Collector, for the 6ake of
his own peace of mind, his restless conscience,
and his comfortable sleep at nights, slop the
abuses of the law ? That he can get the Cus¬
tom House out of the muddle which evidently
exists there is not to be expected. A Con¬
gressional committee having taken the matter
in hand, all hope of unravelling the thread
of mystery Is, of course, departed.
A Ruffian named Frank Bannen, in a quar¬

rel with a girl, at her mistress residence,
No. 223 East Forty-first street, threw a pot of
hot tea at her and scalded the little child of
her mistress, which she had in her arms, so

fearfully that death ensued. What power is
there in the law to protect society against a

brute who has so little control over his tem¬

per ? Such a man should not be allowed at
» Urge am more than a ravina maulao.

t'Morow TtMNtef-Tlw M|*wnMat Q«»-
Km.

The concurrent resolution adopted by tbe
House on Saturday, for the adjournment of
Congress to-day, was not favorably acted upon
in the Senate, but was laid upon the table.
This aotion, we preseme, was In deference to
the wish of the President, expressed to the
joint committee which waited upon him to
uotify him that Congress was in session and
ready to receive any communication he might
make, that the day for final adjournment might
not be fixed during the present week, as, al¬
though he had no message to send to Congress
now, he might have one to send next week.
Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts, interprets that
intimation as meaning that the President in¬
tends to press on Congress the necessity of
further legislation to prevent Ku Klux
outrages in the South, whereas the generally
received opinion in Washington is that the
delay which the President asks for is in the
interest of liis St. Domingo policy. Which¬
ever ot these constructions may be the cor¬
rect one, or whether it be that both subjects
were in the President's mind when he made
the suggestion, the Senate at least manifested

a willingness to be governed by his wish in
regard to the adjournment question, and laid
the House resolution on the table, from which
it can be taken up at any time and amended
by substituting another day for that fixed by
the House.
The discussion in the nouse yesterday on a

resolution for the appointment of the regular
committees indicates a very general deter¬
mination on the part of the members of
that body not to take any steps
that might tend towards opening up
general legislation at present. The Speaker
himself showed a very decided leaning in that
direction, in expressing the desire that ho
should not be called upon to appoint the stand¬
ing committees before the December session.
Mr. Dawes, the leader of the House, showed
himself decidedly adverse to the idea of pro-
ceetliug to business now, and in favor of
returning to the old system, under which Con¬
gress did not organize until December, and the
democrats chimed in with the general senti¬
ment. Mr. Butler alone dissented from it;
but all that even he wanted was that Congress
should pass his Ku Klux bill and then adjourn.
There were some casual expressions in the
debate in regard to tho propriety of passing
some revenue measures, such as the repeal of
the income tax and of the duties on coal and
salt ; but these were merely buncombe allu¬
sions, having no real value or meaning. The
upshot of it all makes it plain that Congress
will adjourn very soon without entering on

any general legislation, and perhaps without
regard either to the President's Dominican
policy or to Mr. Butler's plan for extingidsh-
ing the Ku Klux Klan.

Xegro Testimony in Kentucky.
During the war Kentucky as "a neutral

State" gave more trouble than all the "rebel
States" to.ether. To bo sure it had given
birth both to Abe Lincoln aud to Jeff Davis.
to the President of the Southern confederacy

< and the President of the United States. The
bitter family feuds which the war occasioned
can be accounted for, if not justified. But
now that the "cruel war" is over it is becom¬
ing insuU'erable that murder should any longer
deter immigration and prevent the prosperity
to which the soil and the climate of Kentucky
alike entitle that fertile and attractive State.
Why should narrow local prejudices be so
much excited by the fact that a negro mail
agent is employed on the Louisville and
Frankfort Railroad ? Why should Judge
Pryor be compelled to address the Grand Jury
of Frankfort county, on the 27th ult., in such
language as he used in regard to the recent
defiance of law by a band of armed men who
had rescued tbe murderer of a negro from
jail ? It is simply because Kentucky has not
yet fairly and squarely recognized the positive
facts legally attested by the fourteenth and the
fifteenth amendments to the constitution of the
United States. These amendments guarantee
the civil and political rights of the enfranchised
negro. Neither Kentucky nor any other
"border State" can now prevent the exercise
of these rights. The Louisville Courier is
sound on this point; and the sooner all
prejudices are dismissed and accomplished
facts are acknowledged by the people of Ken¬
tucky the better will it be for one of the
noblest States in the Union and lor the Union
itself.

Affairs in Paris..Although our special
correspondent in Paris reports the city quiet
the general tenor of his despatches indicati
the existence of apprehensions of violence.
The denial of a report that the government
intend* taking away the guns held by the riot¬
ers is something eurious. We would feel more
assured to hear that the report was confirmed,
for it would prove that the government was

confident in its strength and was determined to
compel obedience to law. It is to be feared that
the present quiet in Paris is the result of a com¬

promise between the authorities and the tur¬
bulent elements. General De Paladines, it is
true, has issued an address to the National
Guards declaring that all disorders will be
promptly suppressed, and it may be that he
possesses the power to enforce his declaration.
The disarm iug of the National Guards and the
removal of the artillery from Montmartre
would, however, do more to pacify Paris and
assure order in France than all the addresses
or compromises which have been or may be
delivered or made.

Repeal op the Tax on Bonds and Mort¬
gages..We notice that a bill has been intro¬
duced into our Legislature to repeal tho tax
on bonds and mortgages. This is to be re¬

garded as a wise and salutary measure. The
present tax on bonds and mortgages very
rarely falls upon the opnlent property owner

or capitalist, but upon the poor man who is
obliged to raiBe money by mortgaging his
little estate or goods and chattels. The
repeal of the tax, therefore, will be great
relief to the many and impose no extra bur¬
den upon the few.

Sevebal Fobbiqn Suipownkiw, anxious
to receive new American registers, aro taking
out registers nnder the Dominican govern¬
ment so as to be turned over to us with the
other property belonging to that Island in the
event of annexation. This is not a bad way
of circumventing the suicidal policy of (Jen-
Strew,

Annl ¦>».l of Health Mow Ouute
We are u ready to applaud the ooodoot of

pablle officials when it is worthy of praise as

we are fearless in denouncing their back'
slidings. Therefore we hive no difficulty la
turning from the consideration of Dr. Oarno*
chaa's action in the matter of the manure

dumping nuisance, which a sense of duty com¬

pelled us to criticise somewhat sharply, to the
annual report of that distinguished member ol
the medical profession as Health Officer of the
port of New York. It iB a document replete
with interest, and instructive to a degree that
must command much attention. Dr. Oarnochan
bandies the subject of quarantine in masterly
style, for he ha9 evidently studied it, and
gives iu a nutshell its proper relations with the
interests of commerce and the preservation of
the public health. This consideration.one of
the most vital in the whole question.is treated
with force and porspicuity. The Health Offioer
argues for a system itic working of qmrantine
based on well known scientific laws.
Here the right chord has been struck,
and when It is considered that until
a year since this important depart¬
ment hud been so very*much mixed and want¬
ing in system that both the commercial com¬

munity and the general public were dissatis¬
fied with its operations, the improvements
introduced last summer and those now pro¬
posed would seem to meet with public oom-

mendatlon.
In pursuance of this specific purpose Dr.

Carnochan refers to the laws which govern
quarantinable diseases.for instance, their
origin, period of incubation, progress and
termination. In the next place, he submits
the consideration, which Bhould have a con¬

clusive influence on the Legislature, that the
necessary facilities should be provided to
carry out the sy3tem of quarantine with the
facts above, so that the interests of commerce

may be harmonized with the public safety, im¬
posing upon the former as few restraints at

possible, still keeping tho main object in view.
It may be difficult to harmonize such antagon¬
isms, but with the facilities for that charaoter
of administration of quarantine which Dr. Car¬
nochan desires it may be effected, and, while
the commerce of tho port of New York will
not be burdened, the health of Its citizens may
bo assured.
Warehouses in the upper and lower bays,

where vessels from infected ports can dis¬
charge and store their merchandise, are asked
for. They are required to make up the general
complement which is necessary for a perfect
quarantine system. This matter should at
once have attention, and the proper buildings
be constructed before next summer. Withont
them there is a difficulty in enforcing the wise
and salutary regulations of quarantine. With
them New York and vicinity could be far
better protected against the importation of
contagious and infectious diseases, and, there¬
fore, mutually benefited with the merchant,
as the period of detention of infected oargoes
would be greatly lessened. It now remains
for the Legislature to act promptly and ener¬

getically in providing these warehouses, as a

little reflection will convince its intelligent
members that the mattor is one of vital im¬
portance.

It is gratifying to nota at this time that
with the vigilance of the Quarantine authori¬
ties during the unusual season of 1S70, in
which 3(>5 vessels arrived in this harbor from
ports infected with yellow fever, and on which,
in ports of departure, on the passage or in
quarantine, there were 470 cases of sickness
and 107 deaths of this fearful disease, "not a

single case which occurred in New York or

Brooklyn can be traced to vessels that com¬

plied with Quarantine regulations."
There are many points in the report worthy

of consideration.especially the facility with
which false bills of health can be procured.
but these facts in themselves speak well for
the good management of tho Quarantine De¬
partment under its new chief.

Tfte Duty on Exported Tobaooo..Oar
tobacco shippers have been laboring under

a grievous burden, from which they should
he immediately relieved by the action at
Congress. Under the present revenue laws
tobacco shipped to foreign ports is allowed to
pass free of duty, but the shipper has to give
bonds in double the amount of the tax to fur¬
nish a landing certificate or proof that the arti¬
cle did actually arrive at the port of destina¬
tion. Therefore, if a cargo of tobacco be
shipped from this port to Australia or any
other foreign port, and the vessel is wrecked
on the passage, the shipper Las no indemnifi¬
cation, and not being abl", of course, to pro¬
duce a landing certificate is obliged to pay the
double tax, which frequently amounts to more
than the value of the tobacco itself. The
omission to provide for an exigency like this
must have been an oversight on the part of
the framers of the law; for bo flagrant an act
of injustice to the tobacco interest could not
have been purposely intended. We learn that
the subject has been placed in the hands of
the Committee of Ways and Means, and it ia
to be hoped that a law covering the case may
be passed wilhout delay.
The New Loan..Not a sinttle subscription

was made in this city yesterday to the new
loan. It is only fair to say, however, that the
bonds have not been received from Washington
as yet. The agents are not without hope,
therefore, of doing a great deal when they can

display the bonds in the market.

The Streets are in a fair condition now for
being thoroughly cleansed. The soft weather
and softer rain of the last few days have done
so much to break up the small mountains of
snow, ice and fllth that the city authorities
have no excuse for not cleaning off the debris
ana giving us streets which pedestrians can

use with comfort, and Mr. Bergh's adopted
children.the poor horses.can travel on with¬
out constant danger to life and limb. There ia
nothing to prevent the perfect cleaning of the
streets within a week. Tho mass of frozen dirt
can be carted off easily within that time, and we
may again onjoy the luxury of seeing the tes-
selated variety of pavement oa our Btrcets and
avenues. It appears that tho question where
all tho mass of filth accumulated in the city
can ba "dumped" without danger to the pub¬
lic heal ill is boing agitated. A correspondent
asks us to enlighten tho public ou that subject.
Wo think if tho farmers of Long Island aud
Connecticut, on both shores of the Long Island

, Sound, were consulted they would dispose ol


